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our eyebrows when Mr. Gaston naively imputes unselfishness to the 
members of the League. Take, for example, the implied contrast in 
the following paragraph : 

The League's plan of organization surely has something in it for the con- 
sideration if not for the adoption of the American people. It furnishes a 
plan of counteracting the evil of the backing of political parties and factions 
by selfish interests which seek to dominate and usually do dominate. It 
makes the politician independent of the power of wealth if he wishes. Cer- 
tainly it must be considered that there is more democracy in a political 
faction of which all members are equally assessed to carry on its organ- 
ization and propaganda than one which derives its revenue from business 
interests which plan to profit by the enactment of laws, or which elects 
candidates who themselves made heavy investments in campaigns which 
they must in some way recoup. 

The author, however, does not go so far as directly to accuse the 
farmers of altruism. He touches upon the relation of their labor pro- 
gram to the desire to get labor votes. He makes it clear enough that 
the state bank, state mills and elevators, the hail- insurance fund, the 
exemption of farm improvements from the general property tax and 
other differentiations in the assessment of various kinds of property are 
laws by whose enactment the business interests of the farmers plan to 
profit. The investment of $ 18 made biennially by each dues-paying 
member of the League seems fully warranted by the prospects. How 
one likes all this depends not a little upon the direction in which one's 
sympathies run. But those who read Mr. Gaston for enlightenment 
rather than for emotional satisfaction or dissatisfaction are certain to 

be grateful for his book. 

Thomas Reed Powell. 

Socialism in Thought and Action. By HARRY W. LAIDLER. 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 1920. — xviii, 546 pp. 

In 19 1 3 Mr. Samuel Gompers, in addressing a body of merchants 
and professional men, assured them that socialist management of state 
or industry was "an impossibility". The statement was loudly ap- 
plauded. Yet, judged by contemporary events, the speaker's language 
was, to say the least, rhetorical. Socialist governments now rule 
Russia and Germany ; socialist parties are factors to be increasingly 
reckoned with in the practical politics of all the western countries ; 
and not a few of the world's ablest men in literature and science are 
open supporters of the socialist cause. A movement which, rightly 
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or wrongly, enjoys as much support as this, is not lightly to be brushed 
aside. But many educated men still do brush it aside even more 
lightly and cavalierly than Mr. Gompers did. 

Educated men of this stamp plainly need more education, and it is 
with the aim of accelerating the process that Dr. Laidler offers to the 
public his Socialism in Thought and Action. In a good general book 
on socialism we should certainly look for a competent survey of the 
significant aspects of the subject and a reliable guide to the chief 
problems with which socialism deals. These are precisely the two 
things that Dr. Laidler 's book furnishes. The author's equipment for 
the task is beyond dispute. He is a trained student of economics ; he 
has been in constant first-hand touch with every phase of the American 
socialist movement ; he has rubbed shoulders with most of the European 
socialist leaders at various international conferences and congresses ; 
and yet, as secretary of the Intercollegiate Socialist Society, an educa- 
tional and not a propagandist body, he has necessarily kept aloof from 
factional bigotry and partisan warfare and has cultivated a detachment 
from doctrinaire advocacy which the mere party politician or pamph- 
leteer could scarcely hope to acquire. The open-minded reader will 
be struck by the clear organization of the subject matter of the book, 
the scholarly approach to the several problems, the temperate state- 
ment of socialist claims, the careful discrimination between rival 
schools of socialist thought and the candid analysis of the chief 
objections to socialism which the champions of an individualist society 
have usually raised. 

It is impossible in a brief review to enter into any adequate discus- 
sion of the contents of the volume. Much might be said in emphasis 
of the illuminating chapter on "Wastes in Production " ; of the expo- 
sition and criticism of the Marxian theories ; of the unique section on 
the cooperatives and other installments of socialism ; and of the 
compact history of the successive Internationals. Suffice it to say that 
the accounts of the recent Russian and German revolutions are succinct 
and fascinating, besides being as complete as the requirements of the 
book permit. As for the chapter that treats of the four-fold offspring of 
socialism — Marxism, Guildism, Syndicalism and Sovietism — too much 
can hardly be said of its usefulness to the college student or the gen- 
eral reader. All four "schools " are identified and differentiated in a 
manner as remote as possible from the ' ' smoke-screen ' ' elucidations 
which the bewildered student so frequently encounters. 

The main objections commonly urged against socialism are cited 
with great fairness, like those respecting incentive and bureaucratic 
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tyranny, and counter arguments are offered in reply. Here as else- 
where the author avowedly gives prominence not to defences of his 
own but to defences formulated by official socialist bodies or by recog- 
nized socialist leaders. The same fair-minded policy is followed in 
setting forth the differences between the right and left wings of the 
party and in describing the more serious disputes that caused a schism 
during the European war and led two factions to seek independent 
careers in the Communist and the Communist Labor parties re- 
spectively. 

What lifts the book far above the numerous other surveys of social- 
ism is the consistency with which Dr. Laidler correlates socialist 
theory and socialist tactics and the care with which he expounds the 
creed of socialism in its ceaseless interplay with the facts of American 
politics and industry. When it comes to a concrete handling of the 
material, books like Mr. Spargo's, so serviceable on the abstract side, 
leave much to be desired. But Dr. Laidler tells us what socialist 
intellectuals are actually thinking and what the socialist rank and file 
are actually doing. And is not this precisely what we need to know, 
if we are to grasp the purpose and the strength of the movement in 
its entirety? 

Socialism in Thought and Action fully lives up to its title. Its pages 

depict socialism not merely as a body of abstruse propositions but as 

a living, growing product of human need and effort, of trial, error 

and modification. Manifestly, the book does not represent socialism 

as General Wood and Mr. Gompers see it or as Lenin and Trotzky 

see it. It represents socialism as seen by a trained mind, a mind that 

has experienced a direct collision with socialist activities during the 

years that the movement has been taking root in American soil. 

Felix Grendon. 
College of the City ok New York. 

International Commerce and Reconstruction. By Elisha M. 
Friedmak. New York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1920. — xxii, 
432 pp. 

In writing this book Mr. Friedman undoubtedly had in mind the 
practical needs of the newcomer in the export and foreign banking 
business. He presents a compact and admirable summary and source 
book of recent developments in governmental policies with regard 
to international trade. It is to be hoped that the book will enjoy 
a wide reading, reach a general audience and thus help to break 
down the prejudices that are so deep-rooted in America against 



